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April Field Notes

As we are all trying to cope with the uncertainty and manage the
challenges created by this pandemic, everyone at WVLT continues to
keep you and your family’s well-being at the forefront of our work.
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keep you and your family’s well-being at the forefront of our work.
We are inspired by the photos from so many of you using the
hashtags #WVLTtrailtales and #wallkillvalleylandtrust. Thank you for
sharing with us how important the outdoors is to you, and thank you
for the notes and messages.
We want to remind everyone:
Get outdoors locally.
Recreate Responsibly.
Take a walk, ride a bicycle, go for a run, sprint to the mailbox, open a
window, smell the fresh air, listen to the birds (they are very active
right now!) and look for signs of spring.
And while doing any of this: please practice physical distancing at all
times. Maintain at least a 6-foot distance between you and
others, especially when passing another person.
NOTE: You do not have to travel to "find" the outdoors! The natural
environment is on the other side of your front door and available
through your window.
If you do visit a local park/trail/area and there is congestion,
PLEASE: try another location or visit at a later time.
Celebrate your local "outside" and share with us what you discover.

WVLT Brings Nature to You

WVLT would like to bring the outdoors to you, wherever you are, so that "home"
can also be a place to connect with the environment . Junior Naturalist
Annabeth kicked this off by identifying an Eastern Newt at our conservation
easement Mill Brook Preserve.

We will have upcoming "virtual" walks and talks on our Facebook and

We will have upcoming "virtual" walks and talks on our Facebook and
Instagram pages, combining several types of interactive online
"events" such as:
educational posts;
activities to try;
recipes and cooking tips;
live videos where we hope you can join and interact with us.
Since we know not everyone is on Facebook or Instagram, we will
share these posts on our website under our “Bringing the Outdoors
Home” page weekly. This page will also include the more detailed
articles featured in our monthly Field Notes.

APRIL SPECIES SPOTLIGHT

As part of an ongoing series of articles that examine native and invasive
species found in our region, here we present the Eastern Box
Turtle and Japanese Knotweed.
The native Eastern Box Turtle is a personal favorite of WVLT- as one of
or most recent conservation easements permanently protects over 65
acres of documented Eastern Box Turtle habitat! Learn more here.
The aggressive invasive Japanese Knotweed is a serious threat to our
ecosystem, but did you know you can help by eating it??
Learn about identification, why it is so harmful, and recipe ideas for a
yummy quiche by clicking here!

Spring is when our farmers are in the fields preparing or planting seeds
to feed us all in the months to come. Many local farms are already
providing packages you can pick up now, and some CSAs (community
supported agriculture) farms have memberships available online.
Check out the list of WVLT farm friends
WHAT YOU CAN DO:
- Buy a CSA membership.
- Patronize a farm.
- Get a gift certificate.
And please, do not trespass onto a farmer's property.
While we are all home and exploring some fresh air- it is very
important to respect property boundaries.
Stay on trails, sidewalks, paths and do not venture onto farm lands,
orchards, livestock areas for your own safety and theirs!

orchards, livestock areas for your own safety and theirs!

Article in New Paltz Times:
Our local paper, which is managed by Hudson Valley One, picked
up our "Our Open Space is Your Space" messaging in late March.
You can read the entire article here.

2020 Charitable Giving
Did you know that part of the recent $2 trillion economic relief bill
includes a new above-the-line charitable tax deduction?
In your 2020 tax return, you can claim up to $300 in
charitable deduction without itemizing!
SUPPORT OPEN SPACE

Please support the local businesses that
support us "Protecting Nature for Life".
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