May 2020 Field Notes

Meet Jackie LaPlate
The Wallkill Valley Land Trust (WVLT) has been partnering with the
SUNY New Paltz Geography Department for several years to provide
internship opportunities for their graduating seniors.
The internship program is the capstone of their geography degree, with
most majors participating in the program. And this year, Jackie
LaPlante has joined our team for the spring semester.
Read more about Jackie's accomplishments as WVLT's Spring 2020
Intern.

MAY SPECIES SPOTLIGHT

As part of an ongoing series of articles that examine native and invasive
species found in our region, here we present the Poison Ivy and Oriental
Bittersweet.
The old adage “Leaves of three, let it be” refers to our native Poison Ivy.
While not a true ivy, this plant is more closely related to cashews and
pistachios.
Originally from Asia, Oriental Bittersweet was introduced to North
America in the 1860’s as an ornamental vine and as erosion control.
However, due to its aggressive growth habit and prolific seed
production, the Oriental Bittersweet is a threat to native plants
throughout much of eastern North America.
Read more about the native Poison Ivy and the invasive Oriental
Bittersweet.

DONATE TODAY

The WVLT has enjoyed partnering with Historic Huguenot Street
and the Hudson Valley Writing Project (HVWP) to provide an
engaging youth writing project each summer.
This year, their programing is going virtual, with a variety of online
workshops. Learn more about HVWP's offerings.

WVLT Brings Nature to You
WVLT is bringing the outdoors to you, wherever you are, so that
"home" can also be a place to connect with the environment.
Recent posts include:
- Adventures of Junior Invasive Species Specilist Ben
- Celebrating Bat Moms
- Learn about wildflowers
Since we know not everyone is on Facebook or Instagram, we will
share these posts on our website under our “Bringing the Outdoors
Home” page weekly.

2020 Charitable Giving
Did you know that part of the recent $2 trillion economic relief bill
includes a new above-the-line charitable tax deduction?
In your 2020 tax return, you can claim up to $300 in
charitable deduction without itemizing!

SUPPORT OPEN SPACE

Thank you to WVLT's business sponsors who
are helping us protect nature for life.

Ulster County has just updated its
Hiking and Biking Guide for 2020.
This is a great resource for finding new
areas to hike and bike and providing
alternatives to our busiest local trails
during peak times.
When planning, make sure you have
alternatives should an area be crowded.
Please check first before you head out
to make sure the locale you plan to visit is
still open.
Click here for the Guide
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