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FIELD NOTES ~ Nov. 2020

Trestle or Viaduct? 

It’s said that good things come in pairs. For the Rosendale Trestle, that means
two anniversaries to celebrate this year. Twenty-twenty marks 150 years of the
construction of the first railroad bridge over Rondout Creek. And 2020 is also
the 125th anniversary of the second, replacement bridge, which started in 1895
and was completed in 1896. The bridges were key to the region’s economy,
linking together hubs of commerce.

Today, as part of the Wallkill Valley Land Trust’s Wallkill Valley Rail Trail, the
Rosendale Trestle is a "must visit" for anyone looking for a stunning vista of the
Rondout Creek and the looming Joppenbergh Mountain. What makes it most
satisfying, though, is that the rail trail and trestle can be enjoyed throughout the
year.

So, get out there and soak in the view! In the meantime, you can read more
about the Rosendale Trestle (and why it is technically an “viaduct”)  thanks to a
wonderful article by Matt Kierstead with Vals Osborne. 

Leave It Be!

It’s increasingly common knowledge that leaving fallen leaves on a lawn and

mulching it in place is beneficial to the overall health of a lawn. But there’s

another benefit to leaving leaves in place — especially in garden beds and under

trees: doing so can help protect pollinators.

“Leaves are an important
source for overwintering
insects, and many
butterflies,” notes the
website of
Leaveleavesalone.org.

“To encourage
biodiversity in your yard
and help insect
populations, which are
in serious decline, leave
leaves wherever
possible. Mulch the
leaves on the lawn to
avoid smothering the
lawn, but leave leaves as
they fall in perennial
beds, under tree
canopies, and around
shrubs.”

To learn more about the practice, read the Wallkill Valley Pollinator Pathways

article HERE

What goes into keeping
 our recreational open spaces OPEN?

WVLT has noted a nearly 40% increase this year of reports and inquiries about

our recreational open spaces.

Trees fall, grass and brush seem to grow overnight, trash appears, items are lost,

and sometimes the local wildlife create interesting situations. 

For example, some puzzling tree “damage” turned out to be beavers working to

bring down several live trees along the Rail Trail. We want the beavers to have

their trees, but we don’t want someone to get hurt. Our dedicated volunteer

crew Nick and John addressed the matter bu getting the trees on the ground

safely. We assume the beavers were surprised but thankful. 

Thank you EVERYONE for your patience and
understanding. Improvement work on the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail,
Rosendale and Ulster sections, continue. And the end is in sight!

Some temporary closures will be needed while concrete is poured for safety-
crossing measures, safety fencing is secured, the final trail surface is applied, or if

large equipment is in active use.

For example, the small bridge over River Road Extension will be closed either Nov.
13 through the weekend or Nov. 16 through the week. Exact details will be shared

on our Facebook and Instagram sites, and our website. 

PLEASE adhere to signage while the final stages are completed. And as always, we
love to hear from you and see (and share) your images and quotes.

Please send us a few sentences on what the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail means to
you, and photos can be included to info@WallkillValleyLT.org. We will be

sharing these messages and images on our social media and website in the
coming weeks. 
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