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Did You Know?

Did you know that Ulster County has 75 miles of recreational rail trails — of

which the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail contributes 22 miles?

According to the latest

Ulster County Trails

report, 20 miles of new trail

opened in 2019 for public

use on 4 different trail

corridors across the county.

 

The report also noted there

are 12.4 miles of new trails

that are in active planning

stages, and could be opened

this year.

To read more about the

trails in Ulster County,

CLICK HERE.

 

Species Spotlight:
The Native Snapping Turtle and the Invasive Water Chestnut

With the warmer temperatures and summer on its way, this is a wonderful time

of year to be immersed in nature. May is also a time to prepare for seeing animals

that will re-emerge within the next few months, which is why this was the

perfect time to write about the native snapping turtle and invasive water

chestnut since they both are easily spotted around June.

Learn more about these species from SUNY New Paltz student and WVLT intern

Kaitlyn Skees HERE.

WVPP: No Mow May!

It’s May and time to start
mowing. But no — it may
be time to stop mowing?

“No Mow May” is a great
way to start helping
pollinators. It’s kind of
fun, interesting and
requires very little work.

To learn how it works,
and what you can do,
READ THE ARTICLE
HERE.

Bike Month!

In its third year, the Kingston Women’s Bicycle Festival has been busy

celebrating Bike Month, offering more opportunities for every woman to explore

empowered bicycling. WVLT’s Coordinator of Land Stewardship Cara Gentry led

a ride yesterday afternoon on the northern section of our Wallkill Valley Rail

Trail. Participants enjoyed the newly renovated stone-dust trail surface and

beautiful weather. 

Visit the Kingston Women’s Bicycle Festival for other events occurring and

their work in our communities, and view our "Get Outside" website page for

more details on visiting the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail as well as some of our other

open spaces and trails which are open to the public. 

Monarch Butterflies- Invite them to your backyard

Hermann Samano provided a wonderful article earlier this year on the
Monarch Butterfly: How to attract them, their migratory behaviors, and

some information on other butterflies you might see this coming summer.

Check out "A Tribute To The Monarch Butterfly: How to Turn Your
Backyard Into a Butterfly Friendly Habitat" HERE.

Give Turtles "A Brake!"

WVLT wants to remind everyone that May and June is when you might see a

turtle crossing the road, just like this Eastern Box Turtle.

This time of year, our native turtles, including the Snapping Turtle go in search of

loose soil and sandy areas to lay their eggs, often crossing roads.

To learn more about our native turtle behaviors including tips on what to do

when you encounter a turtle crossing the road, check out NYS DEC's

(Department of Conservation's) article.
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