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FIELD NOTES

CHEERS TO OUR FOUNDERS

As this year marks the 35th anniversary of the Wallkill Valley Land Trust (WVLT),

we are gratefully recognizing the organization’s founding members. They are a

group of dedicated community members who came together with a passionate

desire to protect open space in Ulster County. Although they might not have

known it at the time, their founding of the WVLT would lead to remarkable

projects and extraordinary efforts to preserve open space, trails and farms — a

legacy that will last for generations to come.

Preservation of open space, trails and farms are just as important to our

community now as it was in 1987, which is why our current motto, “Protecting

Nature for Life,” is so relevant. As we look ahead to the next 35 years, let’s thank

our founding members for their vision and immense contribution.

  CLICK HERE TO READ MORE AND SEE THE LIST OF FOUNDING MEMBERS.  

JOPPENBERGH TRAIL BUILDING UPDATE

Image by Cara Gentry. Volunteers hard at work on Joppenbergh Mountain on December 4th!

On December 4, 2021 the Wallkill Valley Land Trust and the Fats in the Cats

Mountain Bike Club hosted a trail building work day on Joppenbergh Mountain

in Rosendale. Over 20 volunteers from the WVLT and the Fats in the Cats

Mountain Bike Club came together to work on finishing the new trail in the

northern portion of the property. Click here to read more about the completed trail

and upcoming projects on Joppenbergh!

In addition to the trail work, we expect to have official trail markers by this spring

and will be seeking volunteers to help post the permanent markers. If you would

like to be part of our Joppenbergh Volunteer work group, please contact

us here. 

WVLT would like to thank all the volunteers who came out to help build this

new trail, extra special thank you goes to to Pete Nimmer from the Fats in the

Cats Mountain Bike Club for helping us lay out the trail with respect to the

sensitive habitats, and to Martin Trumbore for donating his time and materials to

build us two bridges in the park. 

Upcoming Program: Coexisting with Coyotes

Image C. the Wolf Conservation Center.

Coexisting with Coyotes

Free Webinar on Tuesday, February 22 at 7pm

No wild animal in our community inspires such a wide range of human emotions

as the Eastern Coyote. Feared, cursed, and admired too, coyotes are among the

most controversial critters in the Northeastern United States. Please join us for

guest speaker Dana Goin’s talk about coyotes, their history and ecology, and

what we can do to best coexist with them. The highly adaptable eastern coyote

has become exceptionally adept at living adjacent to humans, even thriving in

cities such as Los Angeles, Chicago, and NYC. Join us to better understand the

behavior and benefits of the eastern coyote and how to empower our

community with the tools, information, and resources we require to peacefully

coexist with this misunderstood predator.

Dana Goin is the Wildlife Outreach Specialist at the Wolf Conservation Center in

South Salem, NY, a not-for-profit environmental educational organization. She holds a

degree in Wildlife Conservation and has worked in various areas around the country

studying large and mid-sized carnivores including mountain lions, coyotes, bobcats,

and raccoons. 

   Click Here to Register!   

INEXPENSIVE TREES AND SHRUBS FOR
POLLINATORS

Stock up on native plants at the DEC Spring Seedling Sale!

Insect pollinators need to eat more than just flower nectar and pollen.

Caterpillars (butterfly and moth larvae) eat the leaves of plants, referred to as

host plants. The top 10 host plants for caterpillars are hardwood trees with oaks

leading the way, hosting over 500 species of moths and butterflies. Author Doug

Tallamy refers to the top host plants as keystone species. The DEC Spring

Seedling Sale is an excellent source for inexpensive trees and shrubs, many of

which are top pollinator host plants or keystone species.

Click here to see more about the Seedling Sale

FORAGERS & HERBALISTS: HERB GARDENING

A variety of common garden herbs.

Check out the second installment of the new column by Merrie Witkin entitled

Foragers and Herbalists about why you might want to consider adding herbs to

your home garden!

          Click to read!          

January Species Spotlight: Mugwort and Coyote
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Winter Seeding for Pollinators

- the Wild Seed Project Way

January is the time to get your native

seeds planted into pots and set up

outdoors. February is already too late

for some species—especially for

those native seeds which require a

longer cold period to break

dormancy.

Watch this excellent 30-minute

tutorial from the Wild Seed Project

for everything you need to know to

get started with winter seeding in

containers.

     Click here to watch the video!     

VOLUNTEERING
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Marina Zaczkiewicz of New Paltz picks up trash along the Kingston trailhead of

the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail and also cuts vines growing on a boardwalk off the

trail in New Paltz.

Click here to learn more about how you can volunteer!
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DONATE TODAY

LEARN MORE ABOUT BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP
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