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FIELD NOTES

Scroll to the bottom for a list of exciting upcoming events!

COMMUTER STORIES

Last week was National Bike to Work Week and we want to celebrate those of you

who use the WVRT to commute! SUNY New Paltz Student and volunteer, Jay

Porcelli, conducted interviews and composed an article to share their stories.

Commuter Stories by Jay Porcelli

About once a week, during the warmer months of the year, Cara gets on her

bicycle and rides to work on the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail. Her commute can take

up to an hour and a half one way, but to her, it’s worth every minute.

Cara isn’t the only person who uses the Rail Trail to commute—there are plenty

of others, mostly cyclists, who use it for the same purpose. Whether it be for

work, school, attending local events, or going to community facilities, the Rail

Trail is their preferred method of getting from point A to point B for a wide range

of reasons.

 Click here to read the full article! 

Foragers & Herbalists
Foragers & Herbalists: Pansotti (pot-bellied ravioli) stuffed with

foraged stinging nettle & garlic mustard 

This month Merrie Witkin has created
a delicious recipe for Pansotti (pot-

bellied ravioli), which contains
two locally foraged ingredients!

          Click to read!          
Pictured: The finished pansotti, c. M. Witkin.

The Pollinator Bookshelf

The Pollinator Bookshelf:

This book is one of the best

introductions to pollinator gardening

I’ve seen. It provides a broad

overview of the issues and gardening

methods and offers many tips on how

to avoid costly mistakes. It offers

both the why and the how-to for

those interested in pollinator

gardening. Highly recommended for

beginners who are still learning the

ropes.

 Click here to learn more! 

May Species Spotlight: Garlic Mustard and

Mayapple

Left: Garlic mustard beginning to flower (Photo: by Merrie Witkin)

Right: Mayapple viewed from above [Photo: Ansel Oommen, Bugwood.org]
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Intern Spotlight : Adam Winne

Meet WVLT’s Spring intern, Adam Winne.
Adam just completed his senior year at SUNY New Paltz studying Political Science
and Geography. A newcomer to the world of Land Stewardship, Adam spent much

of his time working with Coordinator of Land Stewardship, Cara Gentry. He
accompanied Cara on monitoring visits in the field and learned how to apply those

skills he has studied academically in a professional setting. He was particularly
struck by how crucial the GIS mapping work he learned in college is to the process
of continuing land conservation. After graduating this month, he hopes to pursue a

graduate degree in Geography. Congratulations to Adam on his Graduation!

The Pollinator Gardener

A Gardiner resident was inspired to convert his lawn into a meadow after

reading about the about the new Wallkill Valley Pollinator Pathway in the

Gardiner Gazette.

 Click here to see more! 

Good news for pollinators! On April 27th the New York State Assembly, led by
Environmental Conservation Committee Chair Steve Englebright, passed the

Birds and Bees Protection Act!

This bill bans the use and sale of seeds coated with toxic insecticides known
as neonicotinoids and is a crucial step toward protecting our pollinators.

  Click to read more!  

UPCOMING EVENTS

Joins us on Saturday, June 11th!
2022 marks the 150th anniversary of the completion of the Wallkill Valley Railroad

and the first railroad bridge at Rosendale! Join WVLT to celebrate with a Rosendale
“Trestle” Anniversary walking tour with industrial historian Matt Kierstead. A narrated

and illustrated tour of the history and engineering of Rosendale’s two railroad
viaducts (technically not trestles!) includes a walk across and a visit under the bridge

to discuss its significance and structure.
$12/person, rain date June 18th.

   Register here!   

Composting in Your Own Backyard
Saturday, June 4, 10:00 – 11:30 am

A Tale of Two Bridges: An Anniversary Celebration of
Rosendale's "Trestle"

Saturday June 11, 10:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pollinator Talk at the Rail Trail Cafe
Sunday, June 19th at 1PM

Pollinator Talk at the Rail Trail Cafe
Sunday, August 14th at 1PM

Field Trip to the Catskill Native Nursery
Thursday, August 18th at 10 AM

 

  CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER!  
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DONATE TODAY!
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