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WALLKILL VALLEY LAND TRUST

January 2026 FIELD NOTES

A Note from the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Because of you, our trails are walked, our farms are protected, and our landscapes
remain open and thriving for the community we all love.

To our dedicated supporters: your continued generosity sustains the day-to-day
stewardship that keeps these special places healthy and accessible. Your commitment
is the foundation of our work.

To those who are new to WVLT: welcome. Your decision to support local land
conservation makes an immediate and meaningful impact—right here, right now.

Every gift, no matter the size or how it is given, helps ensure that the Wallkill Valley’s trails,
open spaces, and working farms remain protected for generations to come. We are deeply
grateful to walk this path together.

With sincere thanks,
Christie DeBoer

Executive Director
Wallkill Valley Land Trust

DONATE TODAY TO WVLT

Critters on the Mountaion

Coordinator of Land Stewardship Cara Gentry has a real knack for selecting the perfect
locations for our game cameras on WVLT-protected lands. She seems to instinctively
know where wildlife travels—well away from “human” trail systems. We regularly move
and check the cameras to better understand the activity happening on these conserved
properties, and this past month, the cameras on Joppenbergh Mountain did not
disappoint.
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They captured a fisher, two raccoons, a weasel, an owl, lots and lots of squirrels—and an
absolutely adorable red fox. We zoomed in on one image so you can see the fox sticking
out its tongue—perhaps it was catching a snowflake?

Click the link below to see more of the red fox stroll series.

Bags for a Cause

We are excited to share that Hannaford in the Town of Plattekill has

selected the Wallkill Valley Land Trust to benefit from the Community Bag
Program throughout February.

Every time a $2.50 reusable Community Bag is purchased at the
Hannaford located at 2066 Route 32 in Modena in February, $1 will be
donated to WVLT! This is a great way to broaden awareness of our
mission and help our cause.

For more information about this program, please visit
hannaford.2givelocal.com.
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More Bags for a Cause

WVLT is certainly feeling the love from our community businesses!

Stop & Shop in Hyde Park has also picked WVLT as their nonprofit partner for the
month of February! The Stop & Shop Community Bag Program makes it easy for
shoppers to contribute to their local communities.

So when you visit Stop & Shop next month at US Route 9 & Kessler Drive in Hyde Park,
make sure you purchase a reusable bag so that we receive a $1 donation! For learn
more about this program, please visit stopandshop.2givelocal.com.
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The protection of our open spaces, trails, and farms is only possible thanks to
people like you. Your support—whether through volunteering, donating, or
simply spreading the word—makes all the difference.

New tax benefit: Taxpayers can now take a charitable tax deduction
of up to $1,000 for gifts made to nonprofit organizations like WVLT—
even if you don’t itemize! And couples filing jointly can deduct up to
$2000 in charitable gifts!

<~ Join us in keeping the momentum strong

e Make a one-time gift

¢ Join the WVLT Protectors Club with a convenient monthly donation
¢ Give appreciated stock

e Make an IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)

e Have your company match your donation

e Donate through your Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) — a simple and tax-
efficient way to support WVLT’s work

Every donation—big or small—fuels our efforts to keep these cherished places
healthy, accessible, and ready for the community to enjoy today and for

DONATE TODAY!

Amphibians Are Sleeping Now,
but before you know it, they will emerge!

generations to come.

On rainy spring nights - when the temperature is around 40 degrees- amphibians will
make their annual woodland pond migration to breed. With perfect conditions, there
can be hundreds, even thousands of amphibians (enthusiasts call these "Big Nights").

However, when crossing busy roads, most do not survive, unless we help!

WVLT is looking for volunteers to help us in our ongoing partnership with the NYS
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Amphibian Migrations and Road
Crossing Project.

The AM&RC Project, or Amphibian Migrations & Road Crossings Project, is a New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) initiative that
relies on volunteers to help amphibians safely cross roads during their spring
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The AM&RC Project needs volunteers to count migrating frogs and salamanders as they
emerge as well as help them, well, cross the road!

There are several upcoming training sessions coming up- check them out and register
today!

Feb. 11, Albany Cosponsored by Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission
Registration link HERE.

Feb. 14, New Paltz Cosponsored by Wallkill Valley Land Trust
Registration link HERE.

Feb 19, Garrison, Cosponsored by Hudson Highlands Land Trust

Registration link HERE.
If you have attended a training and want to be on our alert list to be assigned to a
location and notified of when to go out, please complete the WVLT Volunteer Waiver to

be added to our list.

Volunteer Waiver

WALLKILL VALLEY LAND TRUST

Thank You to All Our Sponsors!

Our business sponsors understand how vital the beauty of our region is to
tourism and the health of our local economy. Our stunning natural
landscapes are what draw visitors here from all over the world to use
their services, stay, eat, drink, and shop, which in turn helps their
businesses grow and thrive!
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WALLKILL VALLEY LAND TRUST

Copyright © Wallkill Valley Land Trust, All rights reserved.
www.WallkillValleyLT.org

Our mailing address is:
PO Box 208
New Paltz, NY 12561

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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